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the so cultivated micro-organisms until the solid matter con-
tained in the flowing sewage is dissolved/'
Patent No. 659,452, issued October 9, 1900, to 0. W. Pfouts, of
Alliance, Ohio, is of especial interest in this connection, because
the inventor sought to make the inflow into the tank cause as
much disturbance as possible, instead of as little, as in the
Cameron patent. The claim of interest in this connection is:
" 8. In a sewage disposal system, a septic tank, a sewage
pipe or pipes leading into said septic tank at a point or points
at one side of the diameter of said septic tank whereby a rotary
motion is imparted automatically to the sewage and a vertical
pipe centrally located in the septic tank, substantially as and
for the purpose specified."
Patent No. 699,345, issued May 6, 1902, to Andrew J. Provost,
Jr., of Brooklyn, N.Y., is of interest in that it shows an attempt
to retain the larger solid particles of sewage in one portion of
the tank. Claims 1 and 3 are indicative of the inventor's
purpose.
" 1. In an apparatus for purifying sewage by bacterial action
the combination of a first compartment for the reception, of the
sewage from the sewer and adapted to anaerobic bacterial
growths, a second compartment likewise adapted and a per-
vious partition between said compartments, adapted to detain
in the first compartment a given size of solid constituents of the
sewage and to pass into the second compartment such solid
constituents of lesser size, substantially as and for the purposes
described."
"3. In an apparatus for purifying sewage by bacterial action
the combination of a compartment adapted to the growth and
action of anaerobic bacteria and to the reception and partial
detention of the sewage from the sewer, a second compartment
likewise adapted to the growth and action of anaerobic bacteria,
a filter connecting said two compartments and adapted to resist
the passage of a certain size of particles of the solid constituents